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SUBJ: PEKING'S REACTION TO DEFERRAL OF NEUTRON BOMB PRODUCTION 

1 . SUMMARY. PEKING HAS IMPLICITLY CHARACTERIZED PRESIDENT'S 
DECISION TO DEFER PRODUCTION OF NEUTRON BOMB AS SUBMISSION 
TO SOVIET BLACKMAIL. END SUMMARY. 

2. PEKING HAS REACTED UNUSUALLY QUICKLY TO PRESIDENT'S 
ANNOUNCEMENT APRIL 7 THAT PRODUCTION OF NEUTRON WEAPONS 
WOULD BE DEFERRED. THE NEWS WAS REPORTED IN AN APRIL 8 
HSINHUA ARTICLE, WHICH WAS REPRINTED BY PEOPLE’S DAILY 
APRIL 10 AND EXCERPTED ON THE CENTRAL RADIO NEWS SAME DAY. 

3. WHILE THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL COMMENTARY AS YET ON 
THE DECISION, THE ARTICLE HAS LEFT NO DOUBT ABOUT THE 
PRC’S UNHAPPINESS. AFTER REPORTING THE DECISION ITSELF, 

THE ARTICLE DESCRIBES THE SOVIET UNIONS' CAMPAIGN 

OF "THREATS AND BLACKMAIL" AGAINST THE WEAPON. WEST 
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GERMAN CDU POLITICIAN MANFRED WOERNER IS QUOTED 
APPEALING TO THE WEST NOT TO YIELD TO SOVIET BLACKMAIL 
ON THE QUESTION. IN THE SAME VEIN, HSINHUA CITES US 
PRESS REPORTS THAT THE PRESIDENT S DECISION RAN 
COUNTER TO THE ADVICE OF "MOST OF HIS TOP FOREIGN 
POLICY ADVISERS" AND "EVOKED STRONG REACTIONS" IN 
THE US AND WESTERN EUROPE. STATEMENTS FROM SENATORS 
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BAKER, BYRD, AND BARTLETT ARE CITED, AS ARE THOSE 
FROM FORMER PRESIDENT FORD, FRANZ IOSEF STRAUSS, AND 
"LE MONDE." ALL VIEW THE DECISION AS A MISTAKE. THE 
SOLE SUPPORTING VOICE IS THAT OF AN UNIDENTIFIED 
SOVIET UN OFFICIAL, WHO REPORTEDLY STATED THAT 
THE DECISION MAY ENABLE BREZHNEV TO ATTEND THE UN 
SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT. 

4. THE PRC REACTION IS NOT SURPRISING. AS EARLY AS 
LAST SUMMER PEKING APPEARED TO VIEW THE NEUTRON BOMB 
AS A SYMBOL OF US STAUNCHNESS IN OPPOSING SOVIET 
EXPANSIONISM (SEE 77 PEKING 1727), AND COULD BE 
EXPECTED TO REACT WITH DISFAVOR TO ANY DECISION NOT 
TO USE IT. WE WILL NOT BE SURPRISED IF THE NEUTRON 
BOMB DECISION BEGINS TO CROP UP IN THE STANDARD 
CHINESE LITANY OF AMERICAN "APPEASEMENT," ALONG WITH 
THE "SONNENFELDT DOCTRINE" AND PRM 10. 

WOODCOCK 
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